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artfully held back out of sight, was uniformly adopted, and
steadily pursued : it was nothing less than robbing America
of her franchises, as a previous step to the introduction of
the same system of government into this country; and, in
fine, of spreading arbitrary dominion over all the territories
belonging to the British crown/'I
It must be remembered again that if Pitt's language
during the French war alternated between the language of
a European crusade and that of British policy, he had taken
into his Government, in Windham, the fiercest representative
of the school that had excommunicated democracy and called
for a counter-revolution. It argues a want of an elementary
sense of proportion, and an elementary sense of justice to
forget, in judging the harsh extremities of Fox's censures,
and the bitter language in which to private friends he com-
mented on the issues of a policy that he thought fatal to his
country, that the enterprises to which he could wish no
success were enterprises which he connected indissolubly with
the collapse of liberty at home. He believed that if England
conquered America, or dismembered France, or forced the
French people back under masters they had disowned those
victories would be followed by a sinister and shameful con-
quest of her own people. He fought the French war and
domestic tyranny alike with a love of country that consumed
all care for the "darling popularity" which he had once
counted the chief prize of public life.2
1 Speeches, vol. i. p. 67, Feb. 10, 1777.
2  "As for myself," said Mr. Fox, " let gentlemen catechise me as much as they
please ; let them spread papers, stating me to be the enemy of my country ; let them
blacken me as much as they please ; let them even be successful, if they can, in
their endeavours to make me odious to my countrymen ; still will I persist in doing
my duty to the public, and never relinquish it but with my life.    I am not vain
enough to suppose, that any efforts of mine have contributed much to the spirit
and the energy which has been manifested in this country; I should be proud to
think they had ; I should be glad to learn that any efforts of mine had contri-
buted to awaken my countrymen to a sense of the value of their own freedom.
A great orator, whose chief defect has frequently been stated to be vanity, has
said, Nobile jusjurandum juravi^ ne quid omitterem ut Respublica denique salva
sit.    That is far from being my opinion of myself: but ambitious I am to pre-